
MidTown, Inc. Board of Directors   

Meeting Minutes, September 21, 2021   

 

CALL TO ORDER: President Schladensky called to order the September meeting at 4:00 p.m.   

  

BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Cameron Bean, Pete Berry, Andrew Carpenter, Ellie Fober, Pam Hodge, Jim Livingston, Chuck 

McDaniel, Blake Melton, Bennie Newroth, Virginia Peebles, Gwen Ruff, Muffy Schladensky, Tripp Wade, Chris Walker, Amy Ward, 

Brian Waters, Willie Wells Staff: Julio Portillo, Bitsy Dedwylder, Sara Carver & Kelley Watts 

 

MINUTES: Minutes from the August 10th meeting were approved as presented.   

 

FINANCIAL: Chuck McDaniel reviewed the financials, which were accepted as presented. Our Financial Statements continues to show 

that we are slowly starting to earn on our CD’s and stocks. Our liabilities are back up as well as our expenses due to current staff and 

the fact we are back working and working in the office.  Mr. Portillo added that September has been a great month with receiving 

sponsorships for the Mingle as well as contributions from our Spring Ask that goes towards our Annual Fund. Mr. Portillo was happy 

to announce that TSYS sent in $10k to our Annual Fund. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Economic Development: Ms. Hodge stated the 13th St. Project is still moving forward. Mr. Portillo shared that MidTown is working 

with Will Barnes and Trey Carmack on design ideas for beautification on Trey Carmack’s block. This location is between Apple Ave. 

and Cherry Ave. This will be for 5 of his commercial properties between Kinetic Credit Union and Mr. Tax. The idea is for when the 

resurfacing and restriping begins for 13th St. that you can see the immediate impact of what front door parking could do for 

commercial establishments. We hope this generates other positive energy from other property owners.  Our goal is to have these 

design ideas finalized by November and implement these before the end of the year. We plan to show these designs to the 

committee soon.     

 

Comprehensive Campaign Committee: Mr. Portillo reinstated that after working for close to a year on a capitalization project & its 

efforts for MidTown, Inc. which will help us implement our involvement where we can continuously advocate work for various 

projects. This month a lot of our focus has been towards the Mingle but still are on track. Mr. Portillo and Bitsy are working on a 

short list of potential donors to begin these 1 on 1 meetings with our major donors. Mr. Portillo was happy to announce that our 

campaign booklet, MidTown Matter is complete.  All the changes and edits have been made and it will be printed within the next 

few weeks. Our goal is to secure 50% of our campaign goal before going public with the publishing of our documents. These 

meetings take place the last Wednesday of every month for anyone who would like to join this committee. 

 

Hilton Property Exploratory Committee: Mr. Portillo reminded the committee that even though MidTown could not personally 

pursue this property, we will continue to do what we can to protect this property.  Our advocacy efforts will continue to make sure 

that it is developed adequately. Having said that, we are aware of recent developments pertaining to this property. A local developer 

has shown interest in this property and has requested to meet with the Eackles and their realtor. We are told that they plan to meet 

and that the local developer will keep us updated with what is said. 

 

MidTown Mingle: Mr. Portillo was excited to share updates with the committee for this year’s Mingle. We are happy with the artist 

and the painting she created. All invitations have been mailed out. As of today, we have a total $95,500 in donations. This includes 

$76,500 received in sponsorships, $19k have been invoiced. This total does not include $10k of in-kind donations from 8 businesses. 

We were nowhere near this amount in sponsorships at this time in 2019. We are thankful for Helen Johnson for chairing the 

sponsorship committee. She helped us tailor letters to specific donors which in turn had them donate.  Mr. Portillo encouraged all 

board members to purchase Mingle tickets and attend the Mingle. It’s always an advantage for us to show that we have 100% of 

participation with our board members. We have finalized all the details for the Mingle from the food, alcohol, the band, the 

restrooms, security, and parking. Parking will be on all the surrounding streets of Lakebottom as well St. Elmo Shopping Center and 

the Piggly Wiggly. We will have a tram carry guests from these 2 locations to and from the Mingle. We will also have a silent bid on 

Maudie Huff’s painting at the Mingle.  

  

MBA Report: Mr. Portillo shared that we started working on a new round of videos for the MBA.  We have close to 30 businesses 

participating. We are using some videos that we started on in 2019 and editing them to add in new MBA members.  We  partnered 

with WLTZ and have already started airing these. Ms. Dedwylder added that we have had 4 new businesses join the MBA which are 

Fountain City News, Just Breathe For Kids, Melanie Humpreys & VSA Security Systems. 

 

 

 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  

Dragonfly Trails: Mr. Portillo let everyone know that Dragonfly Trails met with our Executive Board in late August. They presented an 

alternative design for Lakebottom Park and since then that design has been edited significantly. These changes came after some met 

on site. Our support for this project will depend on Dragonfly trails, Parks & Rec, Peach Little League and Trees of Columbus can 

work in conjunction with one another and move forward as a united front. Mr. Portillo will share these edits/changes once he 

receives them. Mr. Portillo shared that he had a meeting with the Housing Authority of Columbus last week. It looks like they are in 

the early stages of securing some consulting that will be looking at redesigning the Warren Williams and BTW homes. Mr. Portillo 

announced that we have started working on our newsletter again. We have decided to work with an independent writer from 

Midtown who will help us with the MidTown Momentum. We plan to send this newsletter out soon.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS: No other business. 

  

The meeting was adjourned by President Schladensky. 

 


