
MidTown, Inc. Board of Directors  | Meeting Minutes, November 9, 2021   
 
CALL TO ORDER: President Schladensky called to order the November meeting at 4:00 p.m.   
  
BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Kim Antekeier, Cameron Bean, Pete Berry, Andrew Carpenter, Mattie Hall, Jennie Hannay, Jim 
Livingston, Blake Melton, Gwen Ruff, Muffy Schladensky, Judy Tucker, Brian Waters, Willie Wells Staff: Julio Portillo, Sara Carver & 
Kelley Watts 
 
MINUTES: Minutes from the November 9th meeting were approved as presented.   
 
FINANCIAL: Kelley Watts reviewed the financials, which were accepted as presented. Our Financial Position shows we ended the 
month with $514,249.05 from our combined accounts. Our Cash Position shows that we brought in over $24k for the month with 
our expenses totaling $35,312.07.  Mr. Portillo added that a lot of the money collected was due to cards inserted into the Mingle 
invitation that gave everyone an opportunity to donate to our Annual Fund on top of purchasing Mingle tickets.  In early October we 
submitted our 2nd PPP Loan Forgiveness application & should be hearing from them soon.  Our CPA’s, Cedar Hill, just sent us our 
Employee Retention Tax Credit application.  We plan to submit this in January.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Economic Development: Mr. Portillo announced that both Bloomers and Jack Hayes are interested in participating in our public art 
initiative that is similar to our Light Up Midtown for their properties.  They want to be involved with our efforts on the beautification 
on 13th St. Bloomers has decided to expand their store by purchasing the lot behind their store and closing their other location on 
Macon Road.  Jack Hayes has purchased 2 commercial properties on 13th  St.  He also added that the barbershop that is across the 
street from the IM Church coffee shop on Wynnton Rd. wants to be involved in the beautification process as well. Brad Arnold who 
is the owner of this property is willing to help financially on this.   
 
Comprehensive Campaign Committee: Mr. Portillo did inform the board that there have not been any recent developments with this 
campaign.  Mr. Portillo and Cam Bean are taking this time to work on their strategy and prospect support. A lot of MidTown’s focus 
has been on the Mingle and most recently navigating through staff’s personal tragedy, but meetings for this campaign will resume 
very soon.  Mr. Portillo spoke to Jay Pease and reassures us that their family is still on board.  He reminded everyone that that our 
campaign booklet, MidTown Matters, is complete.    
 
MBA Report: Mr. Portillo welcomed MidTown Storage to the MBA.  They have taken over the former BCBS building on Warm Springs 
Road.  They have already cleaned the area up and made it more curb appealing which we appreciate. 
 
Nominating Committee:  Mr. Portillo reminded the board that this  is the time of year where we start looking at the prospects for 
new board members.  Please email all nominations to Julio, Tripp and Muffy so they can start reviewing those.  We have 34 active 
board members and our bylaws require us to have 15.  We are in a position where we don’t “have” to fill but would like to always 
welcome new members who will be active and participate.   
 
MidTown Mingle: Mr. Portillo was happy to share the Mingle’s overall success with the board.  Financially the Mingle brought in a 
total of $125,085. We received $101,635 in Sponsorships with $6,000 in Outstanding Invoices.  We sold $17,450 in tickets and had a 
record breaking of 925 wristbands that were distributed.  This Mingle compared to the previous Mingles exceeded in all areas from 
logistics to financials. Mr. Rob Ward won Maudie Huff’s painting with a silent bid of $1,000. 
 
Ex-officio reports: No report 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
Mr. Portillo spoke to Pam Hodge, and she let him know that the bids for the 13th Street resurfacings came in higher than anticipated 
and were over budget. The waiting time for rebids is 30-60 days.  We continue to remain on the winter-spring schedule for the 
resurfacing.  The goal is to allow other bids or rebids in December. Mr. Portillo had a meeting at the Warren Williams Homes with 
the HACG.  They have 2 big projects that they are beginning to work on.  They are rebuilding BTW apartments from scratch across 
from the Civic Center and a renovation to Warren Williams Homes. Public meetings for this project will begin end of November.  Mr. 
Portillo ended his report with asking everyone to continue to keep Bitsy and her family in your thoughts and prayers.  Bitsy is a vital 
person at MidTown and is the key to a lot of ongoing projects.  We ask that you all be patient with us while we navigate through this 
unfortunate tragedy.                  
 
OTHER BUSINESS: No other business.   
The meeting was adjourned by President Schladensky. 


