
MidTown, Inc. Board of Directors  
Meeting Minutes, May 10th, 2022  
 
CALL TO ORDER: President Bean called to order the May meeting at 4:00 p.m.  
 
BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Kim Antekeier, Cameron Bean, Nancy Burgin,  Andrew Carpenter, Ellie Fober, Jennie Hannay, Rev. 
David Holstein, Jim Livingston, Chuck McDaniel,  Amanda Rees, Gwen Ruff, Muffy Schladensky, Judy Tucker, Tripp Wade, Brian Waters, 
Staff: Julio Portillo, Sara Carver, Kelley Watts 
 
MINUTES: Minutes from the March 8th meeting were approved as presented.  
 
FINANCIAL: Mr. McDaniel reviewed the financials, which were accepted as presented.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Financial/Institutional Advancement Committee: Mr. Portillo has been pleased with the responses for our Spring asks.  To help save costs 
for our Spring into Action Campaign, a targeted mail out list was formed.  An ask was sent to all others by email.  A lot of the responses 
have come from the ones that received it in the mail vs emails.  We are now able to track down those emails that have either not been 
opened or have registered as SPAM and will re-send these asks through email.  He then informed everyone that we were awarded $25k for 
the ARP Non-profit grant provided by the City of Columbus.  These funds will be used for Operations – utilities, rent etc. 
 
Community Outreach/Neighborhood Engagement/Special Events: Mr. Portillo gave a recap from previous events.  Clean MidTown was a 
success.  We focused our attention on the Pocket Park and the gateway entrance on Hilton-Wynnton. He added that a lot was done, and we 
made a significant difference when focusing on a certain area of need which we plan to do so going forward.  He also added that the 2nd 
Tiny Stage concert was this past Saturday & had close to 70 people attend.  Mr. Portillo announced that the MidTown GetDown is this 
upcoming Sunday 2-5 pm and asked that everyone attend.  This year’s MidTown BikeAround will be on May 26th.  We will be testing out a 
new bike trail which will be the Dragonfly Trail going up and down MLK Blvd. 
 
Economic Development: Mr. Portillo shared an update about the property next to the Hilton Ave property.  This property is 1.5 acres and 
sold for $360k to a developer out of Montgomery.  We have reached out to them but as of now we have not heard back from them, nor 
have we seen any site plans. We are hoping the selling price of this property will help with negotiations on the corner lot of Hilton Ave. Mr. 
Portillo will keep us all updated on any new developments.  Mr. Portillo  said that he and Judy Tucker met with G. W. Carver Community 
Garden & have been helping them with their organization structure and bylaws to help them execute this project. Their largest donor has 
offered to fund one of their positions to get this up and going.  This large donor would like to know things needed to move forward with 
this project.  We are currently working on a “wish list” of items and will share once this list is done. 
 
MBA Report: Mr. Portillo welcomed our newest MBA member, Myo-do: Movement & Massage Studio.  They are in the MidTown Storage, 
formerly the BCBS building.  He also added that they are exploring the possibility of running a new MBA video over the summer. 
 
MidTown Mingle: Mr. Portillo let everyone know that this year’s Mingle will be at Lakebottom Park again.  This year’s Mingle Chairman is 
Danielle Ernst.  He also added that we are trying to gain newer committee members.  As of today, we have raised close to $15k and plan to 
hear from our $20k sponsor end of this week.  Mr. Portillo shared that the Mingle Committee would like to start a new tradition with this 
year’s Mingle.  This tradition would be to honor a person(s) at each Mingle.  He was excited to announce that the Mingle Committee has 
chosen to honor Virginia Peebles at this upcoming Mingle. 
 
Projects/Connections/Active Transportation Committee: Mr. Portillo announced that Dragonfly Trails has submitted their final version of 
the Engineering for the connection of Dinglewood Park.  The next step will be the public participation and receive the public input.  He did 
let the BOD know that these plans have been uploaded to our website if anyone would like to view them. 
 
Ex-officio reports: Mr. Portillo spoke to Pam Hodge and she has informed him that the contract for the resurfacing for  13th St. & Spur 22 
was awarded this past month.  As of now we are waiting on the notice to proceed from GDOT and hope it begins first week of June.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
Mr. Portillo reiterated that the Trees Columbus Parks Projects are improvements within Lakebottom Park and Theo McGee Park. As always, 
we are excited to see great things happening  & more importantly that we are planning a head. He also added that Trees Columbus held 
their first press conference at Theo McGee Park.  They have received a donation from Pratt Whitney which they will use towards the 
upgrading & redesigning this park using their existing features.  Finally, Mr. Portillo let the BOD know that he has uploaded the Road Safety 
Audit to our website.  He has asked everyone to please review this and give feedback. RSA has asked us to provide comments if any.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS: President Bean asked everyone to save the dates for the upcoming events hosted by MidTown. 
 

The meeting was adjourned by President Bean. 


